Jewish Holidays and Commemorations

Summary Chart

	Shabbat (The Sabbath)   Observed every week. 



	Religious only
	Historical-Agricultural-
	Historical-

Minor

	Rosh HaShanah

and

Yom Kippur

"High Holy Days"

 "The Days of Awe"

A. Major Concepts:

     1. Spiritual stock taking

     2. Repentence

     3 Atonement

B. Ten Days of Repentance

     1. From first of Tishre (Rosh HaShanah) until the 10th. (Yom Kippur)

      2. Time especially for seeking forgiveness from God and people.


	Pilgrimage Festivals

 ohkdr auka

A. Pesach (Passover)

       1. Exodus from Egypt

          2. Spring harvest

          3. Redemption 

B. Shavuot (Pentacost)   

          1. Giving of Torah

          2. Summer harvest

          3. Revelation
C. Succot (Tabernacles)

          1. Wandering in the desert

          2. Fall harvest

          3. Creation
	Hanukkah

2nd Cen. BCE.
Victory over Syrian Greeks 
Purim

4th Century BCE
Survival in Persia
Yom HaShoah

20th century
Holocaust Remembrance 
Yom HaAtzmaut

Israel Independance 1948
Yom Y'rushalayim

Reunification of Jerusalem 1967
Tisha B'Av

Destruction of Temples, 587 BCE and 70 CE, and several other tragic events


	Both have in common:

A. Candles

B. No work

C. Lengthy synagogue services

D. Special scripture reading.

Differences:

A. Rosh HaShanah - Shofar

B. Yom Kippur - Fasting
	All have in common:

A. Candles and Kiddush (wine prayer)

B. No work

C. Synagogue services

D. Special scripture reading and recitation of Psalms of Praise

Differences:

A. Pesach - Matzah, seder, no leaven products

B. Shavuot - Torah study

C. Succot - Etrog and Lulav, Succah
	All have in common:

A. No candles or Kiddush (wine prayer)

B. No prohibition of work

C. Synagogue element less significant.  

D. Special Torah readings.  

Each has its own customs and observances.


